2025 District Convention Discussion on Racism
As required by Resolution 22.3.2 at the 2022 District Convention
Thursday, June 26, 2025, 4:45 - 5:30 PM

At the 2022 PSD Convention, delegates passed Resolution 22.3.2 “To reject racism, rectify past wrongs
of commission and omission, and recognize the Pacific Southwest District’s successes, failures, and
opportunities in ministry within communities.”

The convention resolution resolved,

That the congregations of the Pacific Southwest conduct conversations on race and diversity, to
strengthen unity within the congregation; and be it further

Resolved, That the congregations of the Pacific Southwest District be encouraged to engage
members of their communities in these conversations, in light of Christ’s Gospel; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Board of Directors of the Pacific Southwest District commission a task force
to study the Pacific Southwest District’s history of mission, ministry, and education within
communities, to be completed within eighteen months, so that we better recognize and give
thanks to God for our successes and make confession of our failures; and be it further

Resolved, That the results of this task force’s study would also provide us with tangible ways to
move forward in our present and future outreach efforts in communities, which could be new
ministries or support for existing ministries; and be it further

Resolved, That the study will be distributed to all congregations in the district, made available
on the district website, and discussed at the 2025 Pacific Southwest District Convention.

Due to relocations within the team that was developed to produce the resource, the project was
delayed. Delegates to the 2025 PSD Convention are the first to have the opportunity to consider a video,
discussion guide, and recommended resources intended to fulfill the requirements of the 2022
Resolution. The district expresses its thanks Rev. Dr. John Nunes and Rev. Joe Beran for their efforts on
this project. The 2025 Convention has set aside Thursday, June 26, 4:45-5:30 PM for this discussion. The
resource will be available on the district website for congregational use following the convention.



Redeemed in Christ — Daisyluu Andresen
Congregational President, Emmaus Lutheran Church, Alhambra, CA

In Holy Baptism, Christ creates a new people: reconciled, forgiven, and made one. Our Lutheran theology
teaches that this unity is not merely aspirational; it is already real in Christ. And it reveals itself in love.

Ephesians 2:13-16 (ESV)

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing
wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

1. How does the story of Babel help us understand why racial and cultural divisions still appear,
even in our churches? What does this reveal about the nature of sin?

2. Ephesians 2 says Christ has "broken down the dividing wall of hostility." According to Daisy, how
does that change the way we view people from different backgrounds within the church?

3. What would it look like for your congregation to better reflect the unity we already have in
Christ, especially across cultural or ethnic differences? What gets in the way?

Into the Streets — Rev. Isaac Davis
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, Pacific Beach, CA

As Lutherans, we confess that God works through means: through the preached Word, through mercy
shown in His name, and through those who are sent. The Church is not a fortress. She is a field hospital.
And the Gospel is not the property of any one ethnicity; it is the inheritance of all who are baptized into
Christ.

Our Lord is not bound to a building. He walked dusty roads, spoke to the outcast, and gave dignity to the
marginalized. Through us, He still does.

Galatians 3:28 (ESV)
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.

Paul writes in Galatians 3:28 that "you are all one in Christ Jesus."
1. What does that mean theologically, especially in terms of Baptism and identity?
2. What would it mean for your congregation to live that out in visible, relational ways?
3. What would it look like to bring the mercy of Christ into your neighborhood in a concrete way?

4. Christianity is often perceived by outsiders, especially in minority communities, as belonging to a
specific culture. How does Scripture speak against that idea? How can the church better reflect
Christ’s welcome to all nations?



Not Top Down, But Side by Side — Rosa Gonzalez
Community Development Specialist, Pacific Southwest District

Rosa reminds us that being "confessional” must also mean being relational. Lutheran theology teaches
that we are all beggars before God. Yet so often in mission, we forget that posture. Instead of bringing
Christ with us, we act as though we own Him, deciding who is welcome, who has value, and who gets
heard.

But Christ came not to rule over others, but to walk with them. He washed feet. He listened. He healed.
He did not silence voices. He lifted them up. The Church must reflect the Body of Christ, where no part is
greater than another, and where unity does not mean uniformity, but harmony through humility.

Philippians 2:3—6 (ESV)

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped.

1. Rosa says many short-term mission trips become more about "our eyes being opened" than
actual partnership. How have you seen that play out in church work, and how might we change
it?

2. Philippians 2 calls us to "count others more significant than ourselves." What does that look like
in cross-cultural ministry, especially when power or privilege is involved?

3. Rosa shared that people often feel unwelcome not because of words but because of looks or
assumptions. How might your church grow in welcoming across cultures, not just within your
comfort zone?

4. Rosa said, "We're so afraid to mess up that we forget to give people their voice." What fears hold
us back from deeper relationships across cultural lines? How does the Gospel free us to risk
listening, learning, and even being wrong?

The Road Back: From Abandonment to Communion — Rev. Anthony Foster
Faith Lutheran Church, Inglewood, CA

Rev. Anthony’s story confronts us with a tragic truth. Sometimes the Church has moved away from
communities when it was called to stay. What was abandoned was not just a school. Relationships,
witness, and future leaders were also left behind. Yet God is not finished. Through faithful pastors, the
living Word, and a repentant church, He is building something new.

As Lutherans, we confess that the Church is always in need of reformation. The call to repentance is not
only personal; it is communal. Yet we also believe in resurrection. We believe that when the Word is
preached, when people break bread together, and when leaders listen, healing begins.



2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (ESV)

18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

1.

Rev. Anthony described the pain of a community being abandoned when demographics
changed. What can we learn about the cost of that decision, spiritually, generationally, and
missionally?

In 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, how does Paul describe the Church’s calling to reconciliation? What
does that look like in a neighborhood where wounds still remain?

What would it look like for your congregation to "break bread" across cultures and generations?

Additional Resources:

LCMS Synodical Response on Racism: https://www.lcms.org/social-issues/racism

LCMS Black Ministry: https://www.lcms.org/black-ministry

LCMS Hispanic Ministry: https://www.lcms.org/hispanic-ministry

LCMS All Nations Ministry: https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/all-nations-ministry

Racism and the Church: Overcoming the Idolatry:
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/27SiBpgjY39Eo01lH1vgCgl79YUGmfrve

Immigrants Among Us — 2012 CTCR Report and Bible Study:
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/NLCBn6PMioblUdEy9ebL7Q80xX2u2Wal

John Nunes — LHM — Nurturing Your Faith: Identity — Bible Study: https://shoplhm.org/identity-
dvd-nurturing-your-faith-bible-study-with-discussion-guide

Keith Haney — One Nation Under God: Healing Racial Divides in America (6-session study —
downloadable): https://www.cph.org/catalog/product/view/id/31186/s/one-nation-under-god-
healing-racial-divides-in-america-downloadable
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